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Brief Creative Biography
Hamid Oqabi

pEves

Hamid Oqabi is a Yemeni writer and critic, visual artist, and film and
theatre director based in Paris. For many years, he has been working on a
multidisciplinary project that brings together literature, visual arts, cinema,

and cultural practice.

He writes with a distinctly cinematic eye and a language that blends the
Tehami Yemeni sensibility with a broad Arab cultural experience. His
work often explores themes of memory, exile, internal and external

migration, and social and cultural margins.

Ogabi has directed ten short films that have been screened at Arab and
European festivals. He has also held ten visual art exhibitions in Paris and
in Caen, Normandy, presenting an expressive visual approach that

intersects with the body, memory, and place.

In literature, his body of work includes:
® Sixshort story collections
® Eight poetry books
® Nineteen theatrical texts

® Twenty-nine novels, including seven written using the “50

chapters x 100 words” technique
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® Thirteen books on film criticism

® Fifteen books on literary criticism

Some of his books and texts have been translated into several languages,
including English, German, and French. His poetry collection Perhaps the
Flaw Is in Our Stars has been translated into German, his novel 7Ae

Mother Tree into English, along with four theatrical texts and one critical

book translated into English as well.

He has published three books in French and three books consisting of

screenplays for feature-length films that have not yet been produced.

Oqabi is the founder and president of the Arab—European Forum for
Cinema and Theatre, which has become an active platform for cultural
exchange between Arab creators and the European artistic scene. Through
this forum, he has organized and presented hundreds of seminars, cultural

evenings, and critical dialogues.

In his art and writing, Ogabi is drawn to experimentation—whether in
narrative structure, language, or in approaching storytelling as a space for
probing both individual and collective experience. He does not belong to a
single school, but moves freely between genres with the spirit of a
researcher and the curiosity of a poet. His work relies on a human voice
close to everyday life and on a desire to uncover neglected areas of

Yemeni and Arab emotional and cultural experience.
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His creative vision is grounded in a core belief:
that culture is an act of resistance, and that creativity can open a small

window of light in the face of darkness, no matter how harsh.

He also runs an active cultural YouTube channel featuring hundreds of
creative and cultural materials, as well as the activities of the Arab—
European Forum for Cinema and Theatre:

https://www.youtube.com/@aefctarabeuropean-hamidogabi
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