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The Cinema of Poetry: Paths of Five
Filmmakers
By Hamid Ogabi

This book is not a comprehensive
academic study, nor does it claim to offer a
complete history or theory of the cinema of
poetry. Rather, it is a personal and creative
exploration, born out of years of
fascination, spiritual connection, and
intellectual engagement with five visionary
filmmakers: Jean Cocteau, Luis Buiuel,
Pier Paolo Pasolini, Andrei Tarkovsky, and
Ingmar Bergman.

The Cinema of Poetry: Paths of Five
Filmmakers gathers a selection of critical
essays and reflective texts written by
Yemeni-born flmmaker and writer Hamid
Oqabi, originally published across various
platforms between 2007 and 2024. These
writings are united by a deep admiration
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for the poetic and philosophical dimensions
of cinema, and a longing to explore what
happens when film transcends narrative
and becomes a space for mystery, silence,
memory, and human essence.

Oqgabi does not approach cinema merely
as a spectator or critic, but as a
multidisciplinary artist who has lived within
the poetic image. He has directed three
short films based on poetry, produced
more than fifty video essays and
experimental pieces that explore the fusion
of poetry and cinema, and created
theatrical, fictional, and visual works
inspired by the lingering spirit of these five
masters. His own creative output—whether
poetry, novels, paintings, or stage texts—is
often described as cinematic, bearing the
trace of a poetic whisper.

The five filmmakers explored in this book
did not aim to define “the cinema of poetry”
as a fixed concept. Yet, through their
unique styles and artistic paths, they
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helped shape what has come to be
recognized as the essence of poetic
cinema. They did not seek to dominate the
screen with spectacle or conventional
narratives. Instead, they invited us to
dream, to reflect, to feel time passing
through a gesture, a landscape, or a
moment of silence.

Oqabi highlights that despite their
differences, these filmmakers share a
spiritual depth and a refusal to simplify.
Cocteau transforms mirrors into portals.
Bunuel challenges logic through surreal
provocation. Pasolini merges myth and
political rage with lyrical force. Tarkovsky
sculpts time and memory in silence.
Bergman confronts God, love, and death
with searing honesty. Watching their films
is never passive—it is an existential and
transformative experience.

This book marks the beginning of a
broader creative and theoretical journey. It
does not impose final interpretations, but
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opens a path for readers and viewers to
engage with the cinema of poetry as a
living force. Through these essays, Hamid
Oqabi offers not only critical insight, but
also his vulnerability as an artist deeply
shaped—spiritually and imaginatively—by
the worlds these filmmakers envisioned.

In an era when cinema is often reduced to
spectacle and speed, The Cinema of

Poetry: Paths of Five Filmmakers reminds
us of the quiet magic of poetic cinema—an
art that continues to stir, disturb, and heal.
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Hamid Oqabi

Hamid Oqabi is a Yemeni-born novelist, screenwriter, film
and theatre director, poet, playwright, film critic, and
visual artist based in France. He is a prominent figure in
contemporary Arabic literature and arts, bridging
linguistic, cultural, and aesthetic boundaries.

Oqabi is the author of 17 novels, 6 poetry collections, 4
short story collections, 3 screenwriting manuals, 16
theatrical texts, 13 books on film criticism, and 8 books
on literary criticism. He has directed and produced 10
short films and held 11 solo art exhibitions, including one
photography show in France.
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His creative work transcends genres, weaving cinematic,
theatrical, and philosophical dimensions to explore
themes of myth, memory, exile, and the fragmented
identity of the postmodern subject. Drawing from Arab
heritage and European modernism, Oqabi creates
dreamlike structures that evoke profound intercultural
dialogue.

As a critic, Ogabi provides fresh and bold perspectives
on cinema and modern poetry, expanding the scope of
Arabic critical discourse. He is the founder and artistic
director of the Arab-European Forum for Cinema and
Theatre, which has organized numerous symposia and
artistic events since 2018.

Many of his works have been translated into English,
French, German, and Italian, and he has published three
books in French, affirming his place as a transnational
literary and artistic voice. His participation in various
international festivals and conferences reflects his global
engagement.

Hamid Ogabi embodies a comprehensive artistic vision
where disciplines converge, languages resonate, and art
becomes a space of resistance, contemplation, and
renewal.
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The Cinema of Poetry: Paths of Five Filmmakers
By Hamid Ogabi

This book is not a comprehensive study, nor does it claim to
offer final definitions of what the cinema of poetry is or should
be. Rather, it serves as a reflective invitation—an open door—
for readers, artists, filmmakers, and thinkers to reengage with
the works of Cocteau, Bufiuel, Pasolini, Tarkovsky, and
Bergman. These five filmmakers, through very different
cultural, philosophical, and aesthetic paths, arrived at a deeply
poetic way of seeing and creating—a way that continues to
inspire and provoke generations of artists and audiences.
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The term the cinema of poetry was not a central concern or a
unified theory for any of these directors, even though some of
them—such as Pasolini and Cocteau—did write or speak about
it. What mattered to them was not terminology, but vision.
Their films are poetic because they seek meaning beyond
narrative logic—searching for emotional truth, existential
wonder, and human depth. They embraced silence, ambiguity,
rhythm, and image as elements of philosophical expression.

This book is a small step in Hamid Ogabi’s broader critical and
creative project. His engagement with the cinema of poetry is
not only theoretical but deeply lived—in his poetry, novels,
theater works, visual art, and in the dozens of articles, videos,
and films he has created over the years. Oqabi’s critical vision
aims to challenge rigid categories and invite cross-disciplinary
dialogue. His cinematic and literary criticism is rooted in a
belief that art, at its best, opens wounds and offers healing—
while defending beauty, freedom, and human dignity.
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Arab-European Forum for Cinema and Theatre

info.aefct@gmail.com

Caen - France

ARABE EUROPEEN POUR LE CINEMA ET LE THEATRE
Objet de I'association :

Développement artistique et culturel national et international ;
production, création et événements des des ceuvres artistiques ;
organisation de conférences et rencontres internationales pour le
cinéma et le théatre.

Identifiant association : W142015921

Arab European Forum ez
for Cinema and Theater
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Hamid Odalbi

The Cinema of Poetry: Paths of Five Filmmakers

Cocteau, Bufiuel, Pasolini, Tarkovsky, Bergman

Publications of the Arab-European Forum for Cinema and Theatre
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