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Introduction

Writing as a Form of Resistance and the Revival
of Forgotten Voices

By Hamid Ogabi

This book is not just a collection of separate
studies; it is a research project about poetic and
human memory. It asks what it means for a
woman writer or poet to be a rebellious voice
against forgetting, and how words can become
an act of aesthetic resistance against
colonialism, racism, marginalization, and
.patriarchy

In “Inspirers, Modernists, and Creators,” | tried,
as a critic and writer moving between cultures,
to open small windows onto great experiences.
Some of these voices were written in the
shadows and never received the attention they

deserved; others were deliberately forgotten



because their authors went beyond what was
.acceptable and refused the familiar molds

From Phillis Wheatley, the enslaved African girl
who turned the language of her oppressor into a
weapon of liberation, to Rosalia de Castro, who
transformed a rural dialect into a global poetic
language; from Yosano Akiko, who broke the
silence of Japan and wrote the female body
without fear, to the Nardal Sisters, who founded
the first Black cultural salon in Paris; and from
Julia de Burgos to Kim Hyesoon, Maya Angelou,
Suzan-Lori Parks, Angela Duval, Adrienne Rich,
and Mahasweta Devi—they all come together
here as voices that belong to what | call
“marginal modernity.” This is a modernity born
from pain, from refusal, and from the courage to
stand against a literary world that insists on

.excluding difference
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| did not write these studies as closed academic
chapters. My goal was to create reflective
openings that can be read as beginnings or as
signposts for deeper exploration. | do not claim
perfection or final answers, only the wish to ask:
Why do we read these women today? What
makes voices from the eighteenth, nineteenth,
?or twentieth centuries still speak to us now

In my view, these writers did not write for luxury
or fame. They wrote for healing, for survival,
and for building a meaning of freedom in a
world that often promotes submission and
riviality

In the Arab world—where criticism is too often
practiced as a bureaucratic job, a paid service,
or an act of loyalty—revisiting such experiences
feels like saving the very meaning of criticism.
Literary criticism has become, sadly, like poems

of praise or insult, serving interests and
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alliances rather than questioning power and
culture. These reflections, therefore, are not only
tributes to forgotten poets but also an attempt to
restore criticism as an act of wonder, curiosity,
and moral responsibility toward beauty.

No institution asked me to do this work, and no
cultural body has thanked or supported it. |
began it on my own, sharing critical reflections
on my personal YouTube channel and the
Arab—European Forum for Cinema and Theatre.
Later, some discussions were broadcast on
Peace International Channel. My friend, the poet
Sabri Youssef, was among the first to notice
and encourage this project and is publishing this
book. Some of these essays appeared in Arab
cultural newspapers and online magazines as
volunteer contributions.

This effort, along with other books, is part of my

continuous personal journey of learning and
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artistic growth. Many start individual projects
and stop quickly, but few continue. | have kept
going for eight years now—uwithout funding,
without applause, and often without even “likes.”
Since founding the Arab—European Forum for
Cinema and Theatre, | have stayed committed
to creating programs, renewing tools, and
keeping everything within the garden of
creativity, culture, and peace.

About the Project and Its Human Vision

This book is not limited to feminist literature,
though it focuses on women’s voices. It deals
with creativity as a shared human memory.
Each chapter is a dialogue between text and
context, between woman and language,
between poetry and politics. | tried to place
each voice in its historical moment without
losing its connection to the present. The Black

poet of the eighteenth century is not just a story
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from the past; she mirrors the voices of
oppressed women today. The Breton poet
isolated in her village is not a romantic image
but an example of how solitude can lead to
universal vision.

Modernity, in these works, is not a “fashion” or a
decorative style—it is an awareness of the self
facing the world. It gives poetry its philosophical
and existential role and turns language into a
space for questioning power and seeking
justice. Each of these creators writes from a
fragile position: an enslaved girl, a poor
peasant, an exiled woman, or a Black voice in a
white city. But this fragility becomes poetic
strength—a new meaning of modernity that
begins from the margin, not the center.
Between Criticism and Humanity

| have always believed that criticism is not a

cold science or a neutral profession; it is a form
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of moral and intellectual commitment. A true
critic is one who dares to approach texts that
shake his convictions and test his vision. For
me, this book is both a personal experience and
a research project.

When | read Phillis Wheatley or Yosano Akiko, |
do not only read history—I see myself in the
mirror: an Arab writer living under the same
forms of control—cultural colonialism, new
racism, and institutional censorship. These
readings are not displays of cultural variety; they
are deep dialogues with the present.

Reviving Forgotten Voices

We live in a time that reproduces fascism and
discrimination in new ways: digital racism,
hatred of migrants, and the neglect of non-
Western culture. In this situation, recalling these
poets and writers becomes a defense of human

essence. Each of them, in her own context,

15



broke the boundaries of language, gender, and
race, and made writing a space for dignity and
justice.

When you read Maya Angelou saying, “Still |
Rise,” or hear Adrienne Rich shouting against
imperial violence, or follow Mahasweta Devi
exposing the suffering of Indian women laborers,
you realize that poetry, theatre, and story are
not arts of entertainment but tools for awareness
and resistance.

From the Local to the Universal

This book moves across languages and
countries—from America and Africa to Japan,
India, Korea, France, and Spain. Through this
diversity, | wanted to highlight the unity of
human experience in its search for freedom. All
these voices, despite their different geographies,
share one idea: creativity is the highest form of

resistance against silence.
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This diversity is also an attempt to expand the
Arab critical horizon and invite the reader into
dialogue with literatures that are still
untranslated. Translation itself is an act of
liberation and the first step toward building an
Arab library open to the world.

The Personal and the Collective

Each chapter carries something of my own self,
the anxiety of a critic searching for meaning
amid chaos. Yet | tried to keep a balance
between the personal and the analytical,
between emotion and research, because true
criticism cannot be separated from human
experience. The critic is not a judge or a
promoter, but a withess trying to give texts a
second life. In a time when digital memory
moves fast and voices disappear quickly,
rereading these poets feels like an act of loyalty

to literature and forgotten beauty.
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The Message of the Book

The book’s message can be summed up in
three words: Freedom, Beauty, and Memory.
Each poet here wrote to affirm that freedom is
not given but won through awareness; that
beauty is not luxury but a spiritual need; and
that memory lives only through writing.

Phillis Wheatley fought slavery through poetry.
Rosalia de Castro resisted poverty through
identity. Yosano Akiko faced restrictions through
body and verse. The Nardal Sisters resisted
colonialism through translation and culture. Julia
de Burgos faced oppression with love and
justice. Kim Hyesoon resisted patriarchy through
fragmented language. Maya Angelou confronted
racism with song. Suzan-Lori Parks faced
history with theatre. Angela Duval faced
isolation with rural mysticism. Adrienne Rich

fought empire with feminist awareness.
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Mahasweta Devi faced exploitation with realistic
storytelling.

All of them proved that creativity is born not
from comfort but from pain, and that true
modernity means writing to change the world,
not to decorate it.

Toward a Criticism That Awakens Awareness

| hope Arab critics will read this book not as a
study of “women’s literature” but as a call to
renew criticism itself. Criticism is not a job or a
way to please power—it is a long—term project
of friendship with language and freedom.

Like many independent critics, | am tired of
seeing criticism turn into a tool for decorating
mediocrity. It is time to bring back the passion
for wonder and to reconnect criticism with its
first spirit: to write because silence is

unbearable.
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Critical writing that does not disturb or question
the reader does not deserve to be called
criticism—just as poetry that does not redefine

life cannot be called poetry.

Final Word

Inspirers, Modernists, and Creators” is an open
invitation to rethink and reread, to break
boundaries between cultures, and to believe that
women’s creativity—and human creativity in
general—is a force of salvation in a world
threatened by ugliness and new fascism.

This book presents twelve women creators, but
behind each one of them stand thousands of
forgotten voices waiting to return to light.
Reviving these experiences is, | believe, a form
of cultural resistance against the project of
“post—humanism” that wants to turn us into

consumers without memory.
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Perhaps the most beautiful thing criticism can do
today is to give humanity back its place in
words, and give words back their place in

justice.
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English Appendix

The African American Poet Phillis Wheatley:
From Slavery to Poetry
A Critical in Arabic _
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Phillis Wheatley (1753—-1784) embodies one of
the rare paradoxes in American literary history:
a girl captured from West Africa and sold as a
slave in Boston, who became the first Black
woman to publish a book of poetry in America
(1773). She transformed herself from an
enslaved body into a free mind that spoke in the
language of the oppressor to shake his

conscience.
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Educated in the Wheatley household, she
mastered reading, Latin, and the Bible—but
used this knowledge not to please her masters,
but to deconstruct their moral hypocrisy. In
poems such as On Virtue and To the Right
Honorable William, Earl of Dartmouth, she used
religious symbolism and classical rhetoric to
assert that freedom is a divine gift granted to all
human beings, not a privilege bestowed by
whites.

At her 1772 “Boston literary trial,” Wheatley was
forced to prove she had written her own poems
before a panel of white men—a scene that
encapsulates the violence of racial doubt: the
enslaved must prove their humanity before their
words are believed. Although she was
eventually acknowledged as a poet, she died

poor and forgotten only a few years later, in a
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nation that boasted of liberty while trading in
human lives.

For a long time, Wheatley was forgotten. Only a
few—such as Abbé Henri Grégoire in the
eighteenth century—recognized her brilliance.
Modern scholars like Vincent Carretta and Henry
Louis Gates Jr. have since rediscovered her as
the earliest root of Black and feminist literature
in America.

Her work exposes the contradiction of Western
civilization—between the gospel and the whip,
the rhetoric of freedom and the practice of
enslavement—and reminds us that poetry can
.be a quiet but powerful act of resistance

Phillis Wheatley turned language into
redemption and faith into a call for justice,
becoming an early voice of humanity in an age

that sold it at auction.
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Rosalia de Castro: The Voice from the Margins
that Became Literature
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Rosalia de Castro (1837-1885) is one of the
most important poets of 19th—century Spain and
the key voice of the Galician literary revival (O
Rexurdimento). Born under difficult
circumstances as the illegitimate child of a poor
noblewoman and a priest, she grew up in
hardship, experiences that shaped her deep
sensitivity. At a time when Galician was
dismissed as the “language of peasants” and
excluded from education and print, she made
the radical choice to write poetry in it. Through
this act, she transformed a disdained dialect into

a literary language.
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Her major works — Cantares gallegos (1863),
Follas novas (1880), and En las orillas del Sar
(1884) — are milestones in Spanish and
European poetry. In them she gave voice not
only to herself but to the poor, the displaced,
and especially to women burdened by poverty

and abandonment.

Central themes of her poetry include exile, both
geographical and inner; nostalgia, expressed in
vivid images of rivers, fields, and village life;
death, a constant presence marking human
fragility; and identity, tied to language and
cultural resistance. Her style combines the
rhythms of folk song with existential reflection,
using simple language, repetition, and dialogue
to create poetry that is both intimate and

universal.
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Today, Rosalia is studied in Spain, Europe, and
the United States, where scholars highlight her
role in giving dignity to a marginalized language
and community. Yet in the Arab world her work
remains almost unknown, overshadowed by
canonical Spanish writers like Cervantes or
Lorca. This absence reflects the lack of
translations of minority European literatures,
despite their relevance to questions of
marginality and identity that also shape Arab
cultures.

Rosalia de Castro was not a bourgeois
intellectual, but an ordinary woman who endured
poverty and social stigma, and turned that pain
into poetry. Her work deserves more critical
attention, new translations, and deeper study as
a model of how literature from the margins can

speak to universal human struggles
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Yosano Akiko: A Feminist and Modernist Voice
in Japanese Poetry.
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Yosano Akiko: A Feminist and Modernist Voice

in Japanese Poetry.

Yosano Akiko (1878-1942) is recognized as
one of the most influential poets who reshaped
modern Japanese literature. Her fame began
with the daring collection “Tangled Hair”
(Midaregami) in 1901, which revolutionized the
classical form of tanka. Traditionally devoted to
nature and seasonal themes, the tanka became,
in Akiko’s hands, a medium for personal
confession and bodily experience. She wrote
about love, desire, jealousy, and childbirth,

breaking the silence imposed on women.
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Her poems were strikingly bold: she used
sacred symbols such as the lotus to contrast
with the warmth of the body, and she
challenged the male spiritual discourse detached
from lived experience. In her vision, the female
body became the center of poetic experience,
an innovation that shocked her contemporaries.
She also wrote about motherhood and the
physical pains of labor, granting everyday life a
new poetic dignity.

Politically, she raised her voice against war in
the famous poem “Brother, Do Not Die!” during
the Russo—Japanese War, offering a rare
humanitarian protest in a society that glorified
military obedience. Yet her 1928 journey to
Manchuria revealed the limits of her stance: she
sympathized with Chinese suffering but did not

openly condemn Japanese imperialism,
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reflecting the difficulty of reconciling poetry and
politics in her era.

Today, Akiko’s legacy extends far beyond
Japan. She is studied worldwide as a pioneering
feminist and modernist, bridging poetry with the
body and politics, inspiring generations of
women writers. Her verses remain both love
songs and protests, reminding us that poetry
can transform personal experience into a
universal human voice.

Exploring Yosano Akiko’s world is an invitation
to discover a fearless female voice that liberated
the tanka and left an indelible mark on

Japanese and world literature.
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The Nardal Sisters: Franco—-Black Cultural
Sphere, Paris 1927-1932
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The Nardal sisters—Paulette, Jane (Jeanne),
and Andrée—were Martinican intellectuals who,
between 1927 and 1932, engineered the first
Francophone Black public sphere in Paris. From
their Clamart salon they convened writers and
musicians from the Antilles, Africa, and the
African American diaspora, turning hospitality
and translation into political tools. In 1931-32
they launched the bilingual journal La Revue du
Monde Noir, a bridge between Harlem
Renaissance networks and francophone
readers. The journal mixed essays, stories,
poetry, and music criticism; translating across
French and English, it framed a diasporic ethic

of dignity.
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Each sister shaped a facet. Paulette theorized
an “awakening of racial consciousness,” linking
race to gender and class and using French as
an instrument of legitimacy rather than
assimilation. Jane critiqued Parisian “negro
vogue” exoticism—especially the Bal Négre—
arguing for Black women’s agency beyond
spectacle. Andrée compared biguine and jazz,
warning that stages could strip Creole dance of
subtlety.

They prepared the ground for Négritude and
later creolization: before manifestos, they built
the infrastructure—venue, journal, translations,
mailing lists, cross—Atlantic correspondence—
through which texts circulated and alliances
formed.

Why were they sidelined for decades? Canon—
making favored male poets and single—author

“great works”; French republican color-blindness
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misread their gendered, racial mediation as
mere service; wars fractured archives; and
postcolonial state narratives elevated male
leaders. Recent scholarship and films are
correcting the record.

Their lesson is practical: cultural movements
require logistics as much as lyricism. The
Nardals model a method—design a welcoming
space, publish bilingually, curate across genres,
defend women’s voices, and critique
representation while engaging institutions. For
writers and curators today, their work shows
how to turn translation and programming into
power, and how to keep Black modernity from

being absorbed as fashion
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Paraguayan Poet Susy Delgado:
The Poet Who Restored a Voice to the Guarani

Language
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The Paraguayan/Guarani Poet Susy Delgado
The Paraguayan—Guarani poet Susy Delgado is
one of the most important voices to have carried
the Guarani language into the realm of modern
poetry, preserving its ancient roots while
renewing the tools of expression and poetic
imagery. Born in 1949, she has built her project
on poetry as a home for memory and a means
of protecting the collective soul of Indigenous
peoples. Her bilingual writing — in Spanish and
Guarani — is not merely an aesthetic choice,

but a cultural act of resistance, expressing
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anxiety over identity and a desire to save the
popular voice from silence and oblivion in a time
when languages, arts, identities, and even
geographies are disappearing. Her works have
been translated into several languages, and she
received the National Literature Prize in 2017.
Her poems embrace themes such as
motherhood, home, memory, childhood, and
nature, while wind, silence, and water appear as
constant symbols of the movement of the soul.
Her verses move slowly, built through
cumulative imagery and intimate rituals, creating
a transparent world that connects the inner self
with the universe. Through this long lyrical
breath, Delgado revives the primordial song
dwelling in the memory of the grandmother and
the land.

Her voice emerged from a diverse cultural scene

facing political and economic challenges, yet

196



deeply attached to life and art. Paraguay —
despite limited official support for culture — lives
with a vibrant poetic and musical spirit. People
write, sing, and celebrate folklore as though
song were part of the body. Polka and guarania
coexist with poetry and oral tales to form a
human mosaic that resists brutality with light.

At its core, Delgado’s experience is a search for
freedom within language: the freedom of the
spirit, the freedom of memory, and the freedom
for a nation to keep singing. Her poetry thus
appears as a natural extension of a people who
love the light and believe that poetry — like

rivers and wind — can never be stopped.
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Kim Hyesoon: Poetry of the Body and

Resistance
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Opening “I’m OK, I’m Pig!” by Korean poet Kim
Hyesoon (1955) is like stepping into a world
unlike any other. The title itself is shocking,
confronting the reader with images that society
marks as dirty or lowly, only to turn them into
existential and collective metaphors. Today, Kim
is one of South Korea’s most important poetic
voices. She does not write of love as salvation,
nor does she imagine the beloved as a rescuer
or source of happiness. Instead, her poetry
reshapes the body as a site of struggle—of life

and death, of refusal and rebellion.
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Her poems can be read as a cry of resistance, a
radical form of feminist expression. Yet this is
not feminism limited to bold words about desire
or embraces. It is deeper, more unsettling: a
language that exposes hidden violence within
social, patriarchal, and political structures. In her
verses, motherhood, death, garbage, and even
rats become metaphors of oppression and
survival, of human fragility and resilience. She
asks what it means to be a woman in a society
that demands silence and disappearance, and
she answers with a poetry that breaks silence

into raw, luminous song.

Much of Kim’s global recognition owes to Don
Mee Choi, the Korean—American poet and
translator who has described Kim’s work as
“internal yet revolutionary.” Through Choi’s

translations, this poetry has reached
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international readers while retaining its

strangeness and intensity.

Reading Kim Hyesoon is not a cultural luxury
but an urgent aesthetic adventure. Her poems
compel us to confront the violence embedded in
language, body, and history, and invite us to
seek out this singular voice that redefines what

poetry can be.

=
R
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From the Caged Bird to the Poet of Prizes:
The Dialectic of Resistance and Co-optation

in the Official Trajectory of Maya Angelou
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Maya Angelou’s poetic voice before 1993 was
marked by strength, wonder, and a direct
commitment to freedom and resistance against
oppression and slavery. In collections such as
And Still | Rise (1978) and Phenomenal
Woman, she shaped the image of the Black
woman as a resilient presence, rising against a
history of injustice. Her poems carried bold
language, powerful bodily metaphors, and a
strong connection to African American memory.
Works like Caged Bird and Still | Rise became

rallying cries and cultural icons, blending the
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feminist with the human, transforming pain into
liberation, and celebrating Black identity in the

face of marginalization.

Her reading of On the Pulse of Morning at
President Bill Clinton’s inauguration in 1993
marked a turning point. The tone shifted toward
unity, reconciliation, and a broader moral vision.
While the poem received enormous public
attention, critics noted that it lacked the
sharpness and poetic intensity of her earlier
work, leaning instead toward official “occasional

poetry*“.

After this moment, Angelou continued writing in
a more ceremonial and celebratory register. A
clear example is Amazing Peace (2005), which
emphasized peace, spirituality, and harmony.

The poem is uplifting but distant from the raw
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confrontation with racism and the violence of
history that defined her earlier voice. Alongside
this shift came a wave of recognition—
Grammys, the National Medal of Arts (2000),
and the Presidential Medal of Freedom (2010)—
which secured her place as a national and

global icon more than a poet of protest.

Thus, Angelou’s trajectory reveals a striking
contrast: before 1993, a voice of defiance and
freedom; after 1993, a softer, more ceremonial
tone, consolidating her as an inspirational figure
while moving away from the fiery challenge that

first established her.

Suzan-Lori Parks
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Fate and Identity in Topdog/Underdog by
African American Playwright Suzan-Lori
Parks: From the Card Game to the Tragedy
of Blood
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Topdog/Underdog (2001) by African American
playwright Suzan-Lori Parks is a landmark in
contemporary theater and earned her the
Pulitzer Prize for Drama, making her the first
Black woman to receive it. The play unfolds in a
single setting: a cramped room shared by two
brothers, Lincoln and Booth, abandoned by their
parents in childhood, locked in constant struggle
over money, power, and recognition. Their
names carry historical weight—Lincoln (the

assassinated president) and Booth (his killer,
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John Wilkes Booth)—turning their family conflict
into a symbolic reflection of America’s violent
history.

The central themes include the crisis of Black
identity, the fractured family, and the
inescapability of fate, where the past repeats
itself and assassination is replayed tragically
within a Black household. The play also probes
troubled masculinity, as each brother seeks
validation through money, women, or the con
game, only to end in betrayal and bloodshed.
Parks’s style is marked by rhythmic, repetitive
dialogue inspired by blues and hip—hop,
transforming language into a performative act
that blends dark comedy with tragedy. She uses
the confined setting to evoke a sense of
entrapment, and the symbolic absence of
women (Grace, Cookie, the mother) as a mirror

of fragile masculinity and a catalyst for collapse.
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The ending, where Booth kills Lincoln, embodies
the title: topdog and underdog, a game that
inevitably ends in fatality.

Suzan-Lori Parks (b. 1963) stands among the
most important voices in modern American
theater. Her works, including Venus, In the
Blood, and Father Comes Home from the Wars,
merge African American experience with
national history through experimental forms. Her
plays confront marginalization, memory, and
survival with a poetic, musical language that
makes theater a stage for exposing racial and

social wounds.

.
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A Reading of the Alsatian Haiku Experience
of

Lina Ritter
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The Alsatian poet Lina Ritter (1888-1981)
represents a unique poetic voice that emerged
from a borderland suspended between two
cultures—French and German—yet refused to
dissolve into the narrow geographies of
nationalism. Her poetic experience, especially in
the Alsatian haiku, expresses a deep human
awareness rooted in the land, language, and
memory, rather than in flags or political borders.
Ritter wrote in both German and her local
Alsatian dialect, but she leaned emotionally
toward the dialect as the authentic bridge

between human beings, nature, and history. Her
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project was not a nationalist reaction, but a
quest for spiritual and cultural peace in a region
scarred by wars—an approach aligned with the
humanistic ethics she and her husband
embodied through their rejection of Nazism.

Her haiku forms are moments of contemplation
drawn from the details of everyday life: the river,
the wind, trees, rain, seasons, the silence of
homes, and the songs of the countryside.
Nature in her poetry is both an aesthetic
backdrop and a living being—a breathing
memory of Alsace and its inner serenity. Ritter
adopted the structure of Japanese haiku and
reshaped it through an Alsatian spirit that blends
folk wisdom, contemplative flashes, and gentle
irony. In her hands, a short poetic line becomes
a mirror of human temperament, a small lesson
in dignity, or an invitation to discover beauty in

the subtlest forms of life.
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Her themes reveal a strong presence of the
mother tongue as the “symbolic mother of the
people,” and a rejection of forgetting one’s roots
under the pressure of cultural centralization.
They also reveal an organic bond with the land
and rural time. What distinguishes her work is
that she does not glorify the past; instead, she
searches for the simple human spirit in the
patience of roses, the stubbornness of the wind,
and the wisdom of riverbanks. Thus, through
her poetry, Ritter embodies the soul of Alsace:
the beauty of nature, the sincerity of rural life,
and the loyalty of a people to their dialect and
history—through the fewest words and the

deepest of meanings.
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A Reading of the Poetic Experience of the
Breton—French Poet Anjela Duval
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The Breton poet Anjela Duval (1905-1981)

represents a unique poetic voice that emerged
from the rural margins into the wider European
poetic memory—a quiet voice, yet one of
profound resonance. She lived as a peasant on
her isolated farm in Brittany, in the northwest of
France, bound to the land in both body and
spirit, almost to the point of fusion. Remarkably,
she did not begin writing until her fifties, after a
long life spent working the fields and caring for
her aging parents. Even so, her poetic
experience was born mature, grounded in
contemplation of nature, existence, language,

and the human condition.
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Duval wrote in her mother tongue, Breton, one
of the Celtic languages long marginalized by the
French state in favor of linguistic centralization.
Language formed the core of her poetic mission;
for her, it was not merely a means of
expression, but an identity, a destiny, and a
collective memory. Throughout her hundreds of
poems, we encounter a persistent celebration of
language and land, and an insistence that a
person has the right to love their tongue and
their soil without shame, and without submitting
to cultural dominance that erases identity and
silences origins.

Her poetry can be distilled into four central
themes:

* The land as mother and home,

» Spirituality rooted in contemplation,

.Loss and solitude as conditions for inner vision,
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.Belonging as an act of resistance.

Her heart carried an early emotional wound that
never fully healed, yet she transformed her
disappointment into poetic clarity and her
deprivation into inner strength. And though she
chose a life of poverty, austerity, and simplicity,
she offered future generations new hope in their
language and heritage.

Her poems are distinguished by simplicity of
form, clarity of image, musical inner rhythm, and
an organic metaphor through which nature
becomes a mirror of the self. The poetry of
Anjela Duval stands as testimony that a true
poem can grow from the soil, not only from
academic halls; that linguistic and cultural
identity can be reclaimed through the word; and
that a poet—even from a remote farmhouse—
can speak for a people, a spirit, and an entire

horizon of dreams.
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Adrienne Rich: A Poetics Against Violence

and Silence
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Adrienne Rich (1929-2012) stands as one of
the most transformative poetic voices of the
twentieth century. Her work maps a trajectory
from the formal discipline of early verse toward
a radical, liberating language that sought to
dismantle the boundaries imposed by patriarchy,

empire, and the politics of fear.

Rich’s poetry evolves through scenes—vivid
images that expand into social and historical
critique. A clock without hands, a woman
braiding another’s hair, a child under
bombardment: each fragment becomes a lens

for interrogating systems of oppression. Her
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style merges lyric intensity with declarative,
almost philosophical statements, making her
poems feel at once intimate and political,

aesthetic and ethical.

Central to Rich’s vision is resistance. She
opposed American wars from Vietnam to Iraq,
condemned imperial violence, and denounced
how institutions—governments, academies, even
language itself—collude in silencing truth. Her
refusal of the National Medal of Arts in 1997
exemplifies her insistence that art cannot be a

decoration on the table of power.

What emerges in her late work, often criticized
for its directness, is an urgent ethical testimony.
Here, Rich confronts what might be described
as the “deep systems” governing global life:
structures that create nations, committees, and

international bodies as fagades, while sustaining
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hidden violence. Against this shadowy world
order, Rich posits poetry as liberative speech—
reminding us of all we are in danger of losing.
Her voice affirms that words are never innocent;
they carry responsibility. Silence, too, can be
complicit. In making language tremble with both
grief and defiance, Rich creates what can only
be called a sacred humanism: a poetics of
witness, of solidarity, and of courage in the face
of global powers that fracture our humanity and
corrupt our tongues into fearful, cowardly

speech.

s
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Indian writer Mahasweta Devi: Writing that
champions women and justice from India’s
margins — A critical reading of one of her

short-story collections, Imaginary Maps
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Mahasweta Devi crafts literature on the seam
between storytelling and reportage: the voices of
Adivasis, working women, and the precarious
poor become maps of memory and resistance.
She tracks the material structures of
exploitation—land, forest, property laws, day-
wages—and links them to state and patriarchal
violence. Her feminism is radical: bodily
sovereignty, justice from below, and ritual as an

alternative law when institutions collude. The
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simplicity of her sentences is an ethical choice
that renames the world from the perspective of
the oppressed and lets fact itself do the
rhetorical work.In “The Hunt” from Imaginary
Maps, Devi draws the geography of
Kuruda/Tohri—a hill, a ravine, a rock, a train—
and the local economy of sal and mahua. The
protagonist Mary Oraon, daughter of an Adivasi
mother and an absent white father, works,
bargains, and refuses to be bought with a sari
or to have her fate dictated. Tehsildar Singh, a
timber broker, arrives to buy trees and, by way
of cheap wages, liquor, and bribes, to “buy”
bodies too—setting a conflict between economic
plunder and patriarchal violence. On Jani Parab,
the women’s hunt held every twelve years, Mary
lures him, reverses the game, and makes the
predator the prey: the machete falls, the body

drops into the ravine, she bathes, and returns to
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the festival’s fire and song. Thus ritual becomes
alternative justice, and the body becomes a site
of sovereignty rather than spectacle. The text’s
aesthetics hinge on linguistic economy, an oral
cadence, and spatial cartography that generates
meaning: the hill for ascent, the ravine for
erasure, the rock as snare, the train as passing
witness. The title “The Hunt” is redefined: not
hedgehogs or hares, but the true beast is the

patriarchal /leconomic exploiter.

Born in 1926, Devi wrote in Bangla and reached
global readership through translation, especially
via Gayatri C. Spivak. Key works include
“Draupadi,” “Rudaali,” “Hazaar Chaurasi Ki
Maa,” “Chotti Munda and His Arrow,” and the
collection Imaginary Maps. She received the
Jnanpith, Padma Vibhushan, and Ramon
Magsaysay awards, and was shortlisted for the

Man Booker International. Her project braids
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custom with law, ritual with politics, memory with
the political economy of land; “social peace”
arrives only as concrete justice—land and labor
rights and grassroots solidarity shaping a fair

citizenship from the margins inward.

uayl.s@ﬁh‘fa‘h.\eu Ty B8l Y|
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https://www.youtube.com/@aefctarabeuropean-hamidoqgabi
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Brief Creative Biography
Hamid Oqabi

(s 1aa)

Hamid Ogabi is a Yemeni writer and critic,
visual artist, and film and theatre director based
in Paris. For many years, he has been working
on a multidisciplinary project that brings together
literature, visual arts, cinema, and cultural
practice.

He writes with a distinctly cinematic eye and a
language that blends the Tehami Yemeni
sensibility with a broad Arab cultural experience.
His work often explores themes of memory,
exile, internal and external migration, and social
and cultural margins.

Oqabi has directed ten short films that have
been screened at Arab and European festivals.

He has also held ten visual art exhibitions in
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Paris and in Caen, Normandy, presenting an
expressive visual approach that intersects with
the body, memory, and place.

In literature, his body of work includes:

» Six short story collections

* Eight poetry books

* Nineteen theatrical texts

* Twenty—seven novels, including seven written
using the “50 chapters x 100 words” technique
* Thirteen books on film criticism

* Fifteen books on literary criticism

Some of his books and texts have been
translated into several languages, including
English, German, and French. His poetry
collection Perhaps the Flaw Is in Our Stars has
been translated into German, his novel The
Mother Tree into English, along with four
theatrical texts and one critical book translated

into English as well.
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He has published three books in French and
three books consisting of screenplays for
feature—length films that have not yet been
produced.

Oqabi is the founder and president of the Arab—
European Forum for Cinema and Theatre, which
has become an active platform for cultural
exchange between Arab creators and the
European artistic scene. Through this forum, he
has organized and presented hundreds of
seminars, cultural evenings, and critical
dialogues.

In his art and writing, Ogabi is drawn to
experimentation—whether in narrative structure,
language, or in approaching storytelling as a
space for probing both individual and collective
experience. He does not belong to a single
school, but moves freely between genres with

the spirit of a researcher and the curiosity of a
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poet. His work relies on a human voice close to
everyday life and on a desire to uncover
neglected areas of Yemeni and Arab emotional
and cultural experience.

His creative vision is grounded in a core belief:
that culture is an act of resistance, and that
creativity can open a small window of light in the
face of darkness, no matter how harsh.

He also runs an active cultural YouTube channel
featuring hundreds of creative and cultural
materials, as well as the activities of the Arab—
European Forum for Cinema and Theatre:

https://www.youtube.com/@aefctarabeuropean—

hamidoqgabi
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