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To Brian Carlson,
Because you did not paint to impress, but
to listen...
And your art feels like a silent prayer in the
heart of the storm,
We offer you this book—
In gratitude, in listening, and in love.



Brian Carlson's Art: A Cry to Reclaim
Humanity

Brian Carlson's art stands like a quiet
alarm, a soft but persistent bell that
refuses to be silenced by the noise of war,
propaganda, and profitable indifference.
Across his paintings — “The Infant,” “The
Great Return (Gaza),” “The Rubble
Tragedy,” “The Boy from Gaza,” “The
Silent Angels,” “The Boy in the Blanket,”
and the lranian martyr portraits — he does
not chase spectacle or virtuoso polish. He
chooses tenderness as a form of
resistance, clarity as a form of ethics, and
empathy as a political method. His
surfaces are rough, the palettes restrained,
the gestures direct: everything serves the
same moral aim — to make us look, and
keep looking.



Carlson’s pictures often isolate the victim
inside a crowded frame — a child ringed
by adult legs, a body drowned in debris,
infants lined like unanswered prayers. That
isolation echoes the final boat scene in
Ingmar Bergman’s Shame: survivors
floating without destination, eyes open but
futureless. It also mirrors Pasolini’'s Medea,
where the child’s body is the stark index of
a civilization’s betrayal. With Bunuel, the
link is not iconography but attitude: a
relentless distrust of the social order, a
defense of the marginalized, and a fierce
commitment to freedom — of women, of
the poor, of the racially othered — against
the hypocrisies of power.

In “The Infant,” we face the brutal peace of
a child's body laid out on an ornate
surface. Two butterflies rest nearby,
symbols of a soul's journey. The scene is
sacred and secular all at once — not
religious but reverent, not graphic but
devastating. In “The Boy from Gaza,” the



child looks up from a tiled floor, surrounded
by legs, but utterly alone. His mouth is
open, but it is not a cry; it is the echo of a
world that refuses to answer. Silence
becomes complicity.

“The Great Return (Gaza)” shifts focus to
the landscape: a colossal olive tree with a
void in its trunk shaped like Palestine.
Around it, ashes and ruin. But there is also
growth, roots, persistence. Carlson paints
resistance not as a slogan but as
endurance — visual, symbolic, eternal.

“The Rubble Tragedy” presents us with a
girl curled amid concrete — fetal, fetalized,
forgotten. The viewer floats above, as if
watching from a drone or a newsfeed. It is
a view of guilt — ours. In “Silent Angels,”
children lie wrapped in cloth. White doves
hover, but their whiteness is bruised,
bloodied, tired. The doves are not
decoration. They are witnesses. The
angels are silent because the world is



deaf.

In “The Boy in the Blanket,” we find a soft
apocalypse. A child's face stares at us from
beneath a pale shroud. The blanket offers
no warmth. It is a visual elegy, a secular
pieta. The eyes speak not of death but of
disbelief. “Why me?”

Carlson’s Iranian portraits — of llham
Modarresi, Asra Panahi, Armita Abbasi —
do not depict martyrs in stone, but lives full
of color and unfinished sentences. The
smiles, the eyes, the shadows — all
rendered with love and fury. He paints not
only who they were but who they were not
allowed to become.

Technically, Carlson avoids excess. His
brushstrokes are raw, his colors limited to
muted greys, blues, rust, ash. Faces are
rough-hewn, not classically beautiful, but
alive. He does not flatter his subjects — he
honors them. Backgrounds are minimal,



sometimes mere textures of sorrow. The
focus is always human. Even when
drawing trees, rubble, cloth — it's the
human story he’'s showing.

His thematic consistency is notable:
children as moral epicenters, mothers as
sacred resistance, death as an open
wound, ruins as truth. He gives sanctity to
faces, to small gestures, to broken wings.
There are no grand statements, no
dogmas — only presence. Each work
invites the viewer to feel, to question, to
remain uncomfortable.

Carlson’s art intersects deeply with cinema
not only in subject, but in emotional
rhythm. Like Bergman, he sculpts silence.
Like Pasolini, he confronts betrayal and
uses the sacred as a political weapon. Like
Buriuel, he detests systems that normalize
cruelty, especially when masked by religion
or civility. Carlson’s paintings do not move,
but they throb. They are still frames of
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unbearable weight.

This kinship with film is not accidental.
Carlson frames each scene like a
filmmaker who has lost faith in words. His
works are moments just before or after
climax — never in safety, never at rest. He
shows what happens when the world turns
away. He shows what remains.

Importantly, he believes in art as a witness,
not a luxury. He does not paint for galleries
or fashion auctions. His paintings belong in
the streets, in public conscience, in the raw
memory of collective failure. His heroes
are the small, the silenced, the lost. He
gives them faces so they are not erased.

He reminds us that a dead child is not a
symbol. A crying mother is not an allegory.
War is not a metaphor. These are lives,
and the lives matter.

What makes Brian Carlson’s art
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unforgettable is its ethical clarity. There is
no ambiguity in his grief. No apology in his
outrage. He offers no answers, no
redemption — only the chance to care, to
remember, to change.

In a time of curated forgetting, Carlson’s
brush reminds us what cannot — and
should not — be erased. His art is a cry. It
asks us not only to reclaim our humanity,
but to prove we still have one.
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Conclusion

This book is not a final word on Brian
Carlson’s art, nor does it claim to fully
understand the depths of his vision.
Rather, it is a series of quiet reflections—
an attempt to stand beside his paintings
and breathe with them. These are not
analyses, but humble doorways into the
spirit of a man who never shouted, yet
always spoke clearly. Brian is not a cryptic
artist; he is transparent, honest, and
fiercely kind. He never exploited tragedy.
He listened to it. He painted it with
tenderness. And he continues to listen—to
the pain, to the silence, and perhaps even
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to us, his distant students. For that, he has
our deepest gratitude.

We also extend our thanks to everyone
who dares to enter Brian’s world. Those
who pause. Who feel. Who refuse to turn
away. And to the countless fighters for
justice and dignity across this aching world
—women and men who carry their causes
through rubble, hunger, exile, or song—this
book stands with you in spirit.

In the end, art like Brian’s reminds us that
the most human thing we can do is to
remain open—to sorrow, to love, to each
other. This is not the end. It's a beginning.
A soft beginning, made of color, memory,
and shared breath.
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Hamid Oqabi
Hamid Oqabi is a Yemeni-born novelist,
playwright, screenwriter, film director, poet,
critic, and visual artist based in France. A
prolific voice in contemporary Arabic arts and
letters, he has authored 17 novels, 6 poetry
collections, 4 short story books, 16 plays, 12
books on film criticism, and 8 on literary
criticism. He has directed 10 short films and
held 11 solo art and photography exhibitions.
Oqabi’s work bridges Arab heritage and
European modernism, exploring themes of
myth, exile, memory, and fractured identity.
He is the founder of the Arab-European
Forum for Cinema and Theatre, promoting
artistic freedom and intercultural dialogue.
Many of his works have been translated into
English, French, German, and ltalian,
solidifying his status as a transnational literary
and artistic figure.
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Brian Carlson is an American artist and
activist currently based in Argentina.
Deeply committed to environmental and
human rights causes, he uses his art as a
form of protest and awareness-raising.
Carlson stands firmly against racism,
militarism, and his own country’s policies
on migration, arms manufacturing, and
global warfare.

Rather than seeking profit or fame, he
sees art as a tool for truth and solidarity.
He actively participates in exhibitions,
protests, festivals, and grassroots
movements—often on the streets—
refusing to confine his work to elite
galleries or luxury salons. His powerful
visual narratives are widely shared through
his personal Facebook page, offering a
raw, unfiltered window into global suffering
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and resistance. For Carlson, art is not a
product but a voice—for justice, for peace,
for all of us.
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