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A Critical Eye on the Short Story: Nine Creative
Storytelling Visions from Around the World
Essays and Critical Reflections by Hamid Oqabi

In this compelling collection of essays, A Critical Eye
on the Short Story, Hamid Oqabi opens nine literary
windows onto the world—nine short stories, each
offering a distinct and powerful vision of life,
struggle, and imagination. This is not a celebration of
diversity for its own sake, but an intimate, analytical
journey into how the short story form continues to
shape and reflect our deepest realities—personal,

.political, and poetic

These nine stories, drawn from authors across Asia,
Africa, the Arab world, and the West, are bound not
by nationality or genre, but by urgency. Oqabi’s
reflections uncover what lies beneath the surface of
these texts: how each story wrestles with its own time,
language, and cultural constraints. He approaches the
short story not as a minor literary form, but as a site of
concentrated energy—where silence becomes a tool,
the body a battlefield, and ordinary moments a stage
for truth to erupt

The collection begins with “This Body is Mine” by
Bahraini writer Abdullah Khalifa, a visceral cry



against bodily control and institutional violence.
Khalifa does not write about the body from a distance
—he writes from within it. Through Ogabi’s lens, this
story becomes a radical declaration of autonomy,
foregrounding the body as both subject and narrative
weapon in the face of patriarchal and political systems

In contrast, Pakistani writer Bano Mushtaq’s “Stone
Slabs for Shaista Mahal” unfolds in quiet devastation.
Here, Oqabi explores how emotional control and
gendered silence become instruments of erasure.
Mushtag does not need dramatic turns—her power
lies in her restraint. The story’s polished prose hides a
quiet desperation that Ogqabi masterfully reveals,
arguing that the most dangerous prisons are those

.disguised as gardens

Taiwanese writer Huang Chun-ming offers a moment
of poetic serenity in “Flowers in His Beard,” yet even
this story holds within it a deep questioning of faith,
memory, and longing. Oqabi reads it as a meditation
on the sacred within the everyday. Through gentle
interactions between a wise old man and children, the
story opens a space for empathy and mystery—a rare
gesture of grace in a world of sharp lines and

.categories
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From the Horn of Africa, Djiboutian writer
Abdourahman Waberi brings us stories shaped by
exile and language itself. Rather than merely reading
Waberi as a postcolonial voice, Ogabi delves into the

.ethical and linguistic choices the author makes

Libyan writer Mohamed Ali Al-Shuweihdi’s
“Sorrows of a Single Day” is stripped down in its style
but intense in psychological impact. Ogabi examines
how the story portrays the emotional suffocation of
girlhood under rigid family structures. Here, the
tragedy is quiet but total—a narrative of thwarted
.dreams where obedience becomes a slow death

The absurd turns political in Syrian writer Sabri
Youssef’s “The Thief and the Cat.” A hungry man
steals a piece of meat, and a cat is summoned as a
witness. Oqabi reveals how the story operates as both
dark comedy and biting critique of class justice.
Through this surreal trial, we are asked: who gets

?punished for survival, and who gets to look away

In “The Mad Village” by Mauritanian writer Um
Kalthoum bint Ahmed, Oqabi takes us into a symbolic
tale where an entire village succumbs to a strange
madness. This is not social realism but allegorical

11



resistance. Through his analysis, Ogabi suggests that
the village’s collapse may be the only honest response
to a world already out of balance.
American writer Lydia Davis, known for her
microfiction, appears here as a literary anomaly. Yet
in Ogabi’s view, her minimalist fragments are not
minor—they are sharp tools for exposing how thought
and language collide. He examines how Davis’s work
challenges the assumptions we bring to narrative,
revealing the philosophical and emotional weight
.hidden in the everyday

Finally, Kenyan literary giant Ngiigi wa Thiong’o’s
“Minutes of Glory” returns us to the terrain of
colonization and gender. Oqgabi reads this story not
only as a critique of colonial legacy but also as an
investigation into self-worth and fantasy in conditions
of marginality. The protagonist’s brief grasp at fame
is tragic, yet her moment of rebellion resonates across

.cultures

Throughout these essays, Ogabi avoids superficial
praise. He resists treating the stories as simply
"beautiful" or "diverse." Instead, he treats them as
complex acts of writing—embedded in specific
histories, and shaped by the writer’s position in
society. His language is clear but layered, critical but

.empathetic. This is literary criticism with a soul

12



What binds these stories together is not theme alone,
but their shared insistence on reclaiming narrative
space—whether ~ through  exposing injustice,
documenting quiet suffering, or suggesting alternative
ways of being. The short story, in these instances, is
not a minor form, but a laboratory for the unsaid, the
.risky, the ambiguous

A Ciritical Eye on the Short Story is a rare book: a
meeting place for readers, writers, and thinkers
interested in how stories travel, how they resist, and
how they illuminate. Hamid Oqabi is not offering
conclusive interpretations—he is offering readings,
.open yet grounded, informed yet personal

Whether you are a writer searching for direction, a
student of world literature, or simply a curious reader
drawn to the compact power of short fiction, this book
invites you to sit down with nine stories that will stay
with you long after the page is turned. Not because
they comfort you, but because they challenge how you
.read—and how you live

13
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Lydia Davis is an American writer known for her
extremely short stories and experimental prose. She
received the Man Booker International Prize in 2013
for her contribution to world literature

:The six stories referenced in this article are

The Visitor /The Mice /The Stolen Salami

The Sock /Mrs. D and Her Maids/ St. Martin
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She was becoming bored with his ego... but"
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https://www.youtube.com/@aefctarabeuropean-
hamidogabi
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Hamid Ogqabi is a Yemeni writer, film and theatre
director, poet, and visual artist based in France. He
moves fluidly across genres and languages, forging a
creative path where narrative meets reflection, and
where the text becomes a space for encounter,
.resistance, and reimagining of self and world
Oqabi has authored seventeen novels, six poetry
collections, four short story collections, and sixteen
theatrical texts, alongside eleven books on film
criticism and five on literary criticism. He has directed
ten short films and held eleven solo visual art
exhibitions and one photography show in France—an
ongoing search for new visual and narrative
.languages

This year, Oqabi launched an ambitious critical
project, publishing over one hundred reflective essays
and video commentaries on short stories and poetry
from around the world. His YouTube channel has
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become a dynamic space for literary dialogue and
.openness to diverse artistic experiences

In his critical approach, Oqgabi does not treat the short
story as a marginal form, but as a concentrated mirror
of life. His project resists academic rigidity—it is an
act of living attentiveness, a testimony to literature’s
pulse, and an effort to reclaim the subtle vibrations
.that move us from within

https://www.youtube.com/@aefctarabeuropean-
hamidogabi
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In A Critical Eye on the Short Story, Hamid Ogabi opens
nine literary windows onto the world—from Bahrain to
Kenya, Taiwan to Mauritania. These essays offer
cinematic, intimate readings that explore the body,
language, memory, and resistance through short fiction.
This is not a celebration of diversity for its own sake, but a
deep excavation of what stories dare to reveal. As his
tenth critical book published in 2025, created through
self-publishing and collective spirit, it reflects Ogabi’s
commitment to accessible, meaningful critique. A call to
see the world through stories—not for comfort, but to
challenge, awaken, and reimagine what it means to read,

«to feel, and to be
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